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Preface 
•...•.......................................•........... ......•. ··· ··· ································~····················· ···· ········· ·····························- ··········· ....... . 

What is the Hinton St. George 
Village Design Statement? 

The Hinton St. George Village Design Statement 

has two purposes: 

1. to describe Hinton St. George as it is today 

2. to provide guidance for the design of any 

future development in the village 

The statement draws attention to what is special 

about Hinton St. George and to features which 

give it a unique character. Its aims are to give 

residents a say in the future of their village, to 

offer guidelines on conserving its particular 

qualities and to thereby contribute towards the 

improvement of rural design in general. 

The Design Statement has been endorsed by the 

people of Hinton St. George through a process 

of extensive consultation including: 

• A number of very well attended public 

meetings and workshops with graphic 

displays before the publication of a 

Consultation Draft Village Design Statement. 

• An Exhibition in the village hall on Saturday 

9th January 1999 to launch the publication 

of the Consultation Draft Village Design 

Statement and make copies freely available. 

• A questionnaire available to all households 

• A Six-week Consultation Period following 

the Exhibition 

• A South Somerset Council Area West 

Council meeting in the Village Hall on 20th 

January 1999 to present the Consultation Draft 

Village Design Statement 

• Incorporation of responses received into the 

Hinton St. George Village Design Statement 

What is it for? 

The Statement is for everyone involved in the 

inevitable process of change as it may affect the 

village and its surroundings. It will thus be of 

importance to householders, planners, 

developers, builders and public bodies. 

Planning and Development 

Local planning is the responsibility of the South 

Somerset District Council. The Local planning 

department has worked closely with the Parish 

Council in the production of this Design 

Statement. 

New Government guidelines in Planning Policy 

Guidance (PPG 1 revised) of February 1997 

"Reaffirms the role of the planning system ... . in 

protecting the natural and built environment" and it 

goes further in paragraph 1 7, "Local planning 

authorities should reject poor designs (such as) those 

clearly out of scale or incompatible with their 

surroundings". 

Many of the buildings, and a number of other 

structures, in Hinton St. George are listed and 

most of the village is a conservation area. Hinton 

Park is listed Grade II in the English Heritage 

Register of Historic Parks and Gardens. 

These considerations are fully reflected in the 

formulation of the Hinton St. George Village 

Design Statement, which is therefore of 

importance for: 

• everyone m the village who may be 

considering making changes to their home 

or garden 

• any new development 
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Introduction 

Hinton St George was described by Arthur Mee1 

as-

" ... one of the perfect villages, with a wide and 

lovely street, old houses, a beautifUl church and 

the ancient home of the lords of the manor set 

in a thousand acres. " 

~- . 

zis 

Late 18th century plan of the village 
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There have been some changes since Arthur Mee 

wrote, but his judgement still seems right to us 
today. But whether Hinton remains a perfect 

village will be influenced by the decisions of 
those, whether they be private individuals, 

commercial organisations, or local authorities, 
who make physical changes within the village. 

This design statement is intended to help all 
those concerned with such changes. It is not 

only relevant to more substantial development 
works. Even apparently small changes , if 

insufficiently considered, can combine to make 

the appearance of the village noticeably worse. 
The purpose of this design statement is to set 

down those special features and happy 

circumstances that combine to make Hinton 
such an attractive village. 

- ~- .··., __ _ 



The Hill-Top (hea-tun) village of Hinton St. 

George occupies a commanding position on a 

north facing scarp at the north-western corner 
of Crewkerne hundred. The village is sheltered 
to the south by the Windwhistle ridge rising to 

780ft, while to the north the scarp falls 250 ft to 

arable land, meadow and pasture. 

Unusually for a village lying on a scarp, Hinton 

was well supplied with water. Many of the 
houses had their own wells and a spring rising 

at the Lady's Bath in Hinton Park originally fed 

a reservoir which provided water for the mansion 
and the village. 

Trees and Hedges 

Since the 11th century, the farmland around 

Hinton has been recognised as very fertile. By 

the 14th century a three field pattern of open 
field agriculture was developed comprising 

North, West and South fields, meadowland in 
the north of the Parish and pasture and 

woodland to the south. Open field arable 

cultivation ended with enclosure around 1600 

leaving only three common meadows and 

hedged fields. 

The village sits in an area which has always been 

wooded, with the names of woods recorded 

since the 14th century. Traditionally hedges are 

of holly, laurel and hawthorn. Many specimen 
trees, some very old, can be seen, notably oaks, 

beeches, limes and sycamores. In 1684 Susan 

Herbert, mother of the 1st Earl Paulett, planted 
the magnificent Cedars of Lebanon near Hinton 

House. They came as a gift from her family, the 

Pembrokes of Wilton House, near Salisbury. Yew 
trees in the churchyard are particularly fme and 

tall, as is the one in the garden of Little Orchard. 

Despite sad losses, some notable trees remain 
' 

and some planting has been done but there are 

many areas where new trees would help restore 
the landscape. 

• 

• 

TREES AND PLANTING 

Trees in the village should be Somerset 
countryside species, set out in 
Appendix I; small ornamental trees are 
inappropriate. 

Hedgerows should incorporate the 
traditional mix of species, set out in 
Appendix 1. 
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The Village Setting 

The Approaches to the Village 

It is an important characteristic of the village 

that its approaches are mostly by secluded rural 

lanes. The presence of the village is announced 

from a distance by no more than occasional 

glimpses of the Church tower or houses north 

of the Green until the visitor arrives in the 

boundaries of this compact settlement. Coming 

from the north west along the road from 

Dinnington, with its spectacular views, the road 

bends past the 'Pineapple' gates, the entry to 

Hinton House, and then curves to the north of 

the Church, seen to great advantage across 

narrow fields, before entering the heart of the 

village opposite the Priory. 

The roads from the north climb the escarpment 

in deep wooded lanes until the village is revealed 

at the top. 

The route from the south offers the same 

elements of concealment and surprise. Coming 

along the winding country road from Castle Hill, 

little is seen of the village until the charming 

group of cottages at the bottom of South Street 

come into view. 

The approach from Merriott to the east is 

different. From this direction there is a view 

across the fields of the village ahead but included 

in the foreground are the backs and sides of the 

modern houses on the east side of South Street 
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and the south side of Merriott Road. This 

approach is sensitive and the setting of the 

village would be vulnerable to ill-considered 

change, while it could be improved by 

restoration of the historic landscape and 

measures such as planting to restore large trees 

and hedgerows. 

VILLAGE APPROACHES 

• The width and shape of the roads and 
lanes should be preserved, including 
the bordering hedgerows and stone 
walls. 

• Planting at the eastern approach to the 
village would help restore the loss of 
hedgerows and large trees. 



Buildings and Spaces 

The overall shape or plan of the village is 

characteristic of a medieval planned settlement 

on either side of the east west route along the 
scarp. The centre of the village today reflects 
the early design of regular tenements either side 

of a single street. 

A tenement would have consisted of a 
farmhouse or other buildings with narrow 

rectangular plots running to the escarpment in 
the north and to a back lane (Gas Lane) in the 

south. Several of the original farmhouses 

remain. 

:- 123 .;~/ 
... ~1!1 / 

_X 

12! 
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Current plan of the village, showing the conservation area and the historic park 

The centre of the village is marked by a late Medieval Cross. 
The 15th century Church sits to the northwest on the edge 

of the village. Its surroundings became paddocks and 

parkland when Hinton Park was extended to the north in 
1766 and New Road was built, looping around it. With the 

realignment of the road, West Street was cut off. 

• The open fields around the Church must be kept 
open. 

The most important building in the village centre is the 
Priory with its large front courtyard contributing a valuable 
sense of openness at this focal point. 
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Browns Farm consists of a cluster of beautiful 
farmyard buildings and a porticoed farmhouse 

on the High Street. The view of the farmyard 

from the street is attractive and adds a sense of 
authenticity to the village. The former milking 

parlour, dairy and cow stalls all contribute 

greatly to the character of this part of the village. 

Preserve the view of Brown's farm 
from the ffigh Street 

Most of the larger houses in the village centre 
appear to be of 17th or early 18th century origin. 

There are areas of 19th century inftlling, and 

villa creation. Some of the rebuilding has 
succeeded in retaining the form and proportion 

of earlier structures. 

The 'Green' was originally a Village Green, first 

mentioned in 1523, but built on from the 18th 
century. Some of the older houses still occupy 

places 'off the road', suggesting that they once 
looked out over the Green. 

The village has retained its compact form due 

to the fact that new areas of housing have for 

the most part been built within the original 
boundaries of the village as defmed by the mid 
18th century. 
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Following the fmal sale of the Paulett Estates in 
1968 there have been a few developments of 

quality modern housing which generally are built 
in sympathetic style and sensitively positioned 

so as to balance the overall mix of old and new, 
continuing the tradition of architectural 
juxtaposition which has developed over the 
centuries. 

The scale of buildings in Hinton St. George has 

maintained a comfortable balance between 
cottage, terrace, rural 'villa' (eg St George's 

House, Gainsfords, the Firs, the Rectory) and 

the 'big house' (Hinton House). It is the elements 

of colour, common materials, scale, simple plan 
and elevation which give the differing styles a 
harmony. 

Hinton House was saved from dereliction by its 
conversion from a liability occupied by only two 

people into a number of self contained homes. 

It is important in seeking to retain its character 

as a former great house to ensure that there is 
uniformity of approach to any conversion, 

renovation or improvement; there should, 
literally, be a 'house style' for the treatment of 
external details. 

• Develop and maintain a 'house style' 
for changes to Hinton House 
(Brettingham Court and Wyatt Court) 



Local Landmarks and 
Special Features 

The unique character of Hinton is largely due 

to the wealth of local landmarks and special 

features that the village can boast. Many of these 

are statutorily protected, but the large number 

of more modest features also make an important 

contribution to character and variety. 

Listed Structures 

There are 55 listed structures on the English 

Heritage Register for Hinton St. George. Of 

particular note are St. George's Church which 

is listed Grade I, The Priory, Hinton House and 

the Medieval Cross are listed Grade II*. Hinton 

Park itself is listed Grade II in the English 

Heritage Register of Historic Parks and Gardens, 

being partly designed by William Kent. 

Of the 50 Grade II listed houses in Hinton, 23 

are thatched, The Priory and The Lord Poulett 

being the largest. Most of the larger houses in 

the village centre appear to be of 17th or early 

18th century in origin, and are normally of three

roomed plan with an internal chimney stack 

against the back of an entry passage. Old Farm, 

West Street, has a lateral stack and may be earlier. 

A list of those features and landmarks that are 

seen as important to the character of the village 
is set out in Appendix II. 

Roads, Streets and Pathways 

Hinton has a very wide main High Street. This 

was designed for droving cattle from the 

numerous farms and for two annual fairs, the 

Charters for which were granted in 1632. 

Today the wide High Street tempts drivers of 

vehicles to 'put their foot down' and speed 

through. This is acknowledged as a problem and 

should be monitored. 

The High Street is the only 'wide street'. Most 

of the other lanes and streets are narrow, some 

bordered by grass verges or pavements, and have 

a strongly village character. 
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The diversion in 1766 New Road was 
accompanied by the closure of footpaths across 

the park. Today there is only one footpath across 
the park from Pit Road to Clamour Copse via 
Diana's Pond and the site of the old reservoir. 

There is a footpath from a gate by Springfield 
on New Road, known as Jubilee Lane and 

constructed in 1896 for the Jubilee of Queen 

Victoria. This path, which is cobbled and ends 
at stone steps leading to a stile, runs down to a 

field below the north scarp where the old cricket 

pitch used to be. 

Today all the road surfacing is black bitumen 
tar with white dotted road markings. 

Photographs show that formerly the surfacing 

was of a natural colouration and texture and the 

pavements were made of blue lias flags and 
kerbstones or a gravel or hoggin in a natural 

colour which complemented the buildings. 

There are also areas of blue lias cobblestones. A 

number of the broad grass verges are planted 
with deciduous trees such as hawthorn, 

hornbeam and malus. 

Fortunately there are few road 
signs. The clutter of unneces

sary road signage must be 

avoided. Three original cast 
iron post-and-fmger Somerset 

County Council direction 

signs are valuable features and 
should certainly be retained. 
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From 1866 the village had 
its own gas street lighting. 

This, with its character
istic lamp-posts, has been 

replaced by unsympa
thetic modern equipment. 

Lighting should be more 
in keeping with the 

historic context of the 

conservation area. 

Overhead cables have 

been put underground in 
most of the High Street, 

but removal of unsightly 

cables is a priority for 

other areas. 

• Avoid road markings such as yellow 
lines, red lines, road ripples. 

• Keep signage for traffic to a minimum. 

• Avoid Road calming designs developed 
for city or urban environs. 

• Keep street furniture to a minimum 
and in harmony with the historic 
environment 

• Surfaces should be natural stone, paved 
or cobbled, with broad grass verges 

• Implementation of Highway Design 
Standards for Vehicular entrances 
should reflect the traffic flow and scale 
of the roads and buildings 

• Wide Bell-mouthed entrances should 
be avoided. 



Planning Permission and 
Listed Building Consent 

Most significant building works to the buildings 

and structures of Hinton are likely to require 
planning permission, although minor domestic 

works may be permitted by the General Develop
ment Order. The South Somerset District 

Council, Area West, Planning Department will 

be able to advise. Many of the buildings and 

structures in Hinton are listed and most of 
Hinton is a conservation area which means that 

many changes may require listed building 
consent or conservation area consent from the 

District Council, after consultation with the 

Parish Council. Nor are the changes that need 
conservation area consent confmed to building 

works; cutting, lopping and felling trees in a 

conservation area will usually also require 

consent. 

The requirement to obtain listed building or 
conservation area consent is in addition to the 

need to get planning permission. This design 

statement will be available to inform those 
decisions. But unhappy design choices may still 

matter, even though they are below the threshold 
of local authority intervention. It is hoped and 

intended that these guidelines will also make 

such matters the right choices for the village. 

Materials used in the Village 

A striking characteristic of the village is the use 
of stone. The stone is usually hamstone in a 

range of rich golden tones and occasionally, in 
older buildings, the darker local Hinton stone. 

There were three stone quarries in the 14th 

century of which Park Quarry and Keepers 
Quarry were still being used a hundred years ago. 

As well as being used, both dressed and as rubble, 

in the walls of the village, this stone is extensively 
employed in features such as mullioned 

windows, door 

surrounds and 

pediments, water 

tables and fmials. 

At ground level 
are found cobble

stones and areas of blue lias paving or setts. 

Many areas of paving have been covered with 
tarmac, damaging or destroying the original 

materials. 

The use of a deep 
terracotta coloured 

brick is largely con

fined to door and 
window surrounds, 

chimneys and some 

outbuildings. Bricks 
were made locally in 

the 17th century. 

Wheatstraw thatch 
was the traditional roofing material for the 
buildings of the village. Several examples remain 

and the deep steep pitches of older buildings now 
roofed in Welsh slate or clay tiles indicate that 

they would once have been thatched. Clay 

double or single roman tiles are a common and 
attractive roofmg material and blue-grey slate is 
also extensively used. 
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Much use is made of local elm and oak within 

the buildings but there is little sign of it 

externally. Windows have either painted 

wooden frames or stone mullions. 

Building Types 

All new development should acknowledge its 

Hinton context and demonstrate that special 

attention has been paid to the need to preserve 

or enhance the conservation area. It is unlikely 

that off-the-peg standard designs will be 

acceptable. This applies to complete new 

structures, additions to existing buildings and 

structures, and changes such as the replacement 

of windows and roofs. 

• Buildings should be of a simple 
restrained style reflecting the 
characteristics of the older village 
houses, cottages and farms. 

• Buildings should have a maximum of 
two storeys and an attic. Eaves should 
be kept low; they will seldom be higher 
than 4.6 metres. Ground floor level 
should be close to natural ground level. 
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Extensions 

Extending a house can be a way of revitalising 

its usefulness but unsympathetic extensions can 

be extremely damaging. Extensions should be 

in keeping with the style of the original property, 

respecting the materials, shapes and scale of it 

as well as preserving a proper relationship to the 

layout of its plot and to other buildings and trees. 

Extensions must be in keeping with the 
original property 

Walls and Openings in Walls 

: : . Walls should have a solid appear~ce 
with a limited number of reasonably 
small openings with timber or stone 
lin~els. There should be large areas of 
uninterrupted wall 

, 
i 
: 
i 

• Walls should be built of natural 
Bamstone; synthetic substitutes will 
not be acceptable. Lime putty I sand 
mortar should be used. 



Windows should use balanced designs 
without top vents and where 
appropriate should reflect the window 
styles of neighbouring existing 
buildings. Standard off-the-shelf 
patterns will seldom be suitable. 
Painted glazing bars should be used in 
timber windows 

• UPVC window frames and doors can 
be very damaging to the character and 
value of a property. Even when they 
are chosen with care, and have mock 
glazing bars, they are likely to have a 
noticeably different character from 
timber framed windows. Timber 
framed windows can, of course, be 
effectively double-glazed. 

Roofs 

Roofs should generally be cove~ed in 
clay double or single Roman roof tiles 
though wheatstraw thatch or slate may 
also be appropriate. 

• Guttering and rainwater pipes should 
be painted metal, not plastic. If plastic 
is necessary, then traditional profiles 
should be used. 

Boundary Treatments 

Many properties have distinctive boundary 

treatments. 

These include ornate iron railings and gates and 

spearhead iron railings. Timber picket fencing 

has long been a common detail in the village, as 

archive photographs show. Hamstone walls with 

traditional timber gates are commonly found. 

Many properties open directly onto the 

pavement or street and their boundaries comprise 

small strips of colourful planting and shrubbery, 

which add greatly to the character of the terraces. 

The pavements are often bounded by wide grass 

verges and banks. 

• Boundaries should be stone walls, 
hedges or appropriate iron railings. 

• Panel fencing will not be an 
appropriate boundary at the front of a 
property. 
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Landscaping and Open Spaces 

Hinton has a long and rich history of created 
landscape. The present extent of the 

conservation area does not sufficiently reflect the 
value of the historic landscape setting, which 

adds much to the graciousness of the village. 
Most of the streets within the village are lined 

by rows of cottages, high walls of local stone 
and sometimes front gardens. There is a sense 

that the space is enclosed by buildings. However, 
there are several vistas which add particular 

aesthetic value. 

The focal point of the village is the cross at the 
far end of the High Street, enhanced by the 

Priory with its large !awned courtyard bringing 
openness to this part of the village. 

• Consideration should be given to 
enlarging the Conservation Area to 
include Hinton Park in accordance 
with Government advice in PPG 15, 
paragraph 4.6 that "Designation may 
weU ... be suitable for historic parks 
or gardens and other areas of mstoric 
landscape containing stl7Jctures .that 
contribute to their spedal interestL' 

Conclusion 
This Village Design Statement has been prepared 

by and in consultation with local people to 
record the multitude of different factors that we 

see as contributing to the beauty, character and 
distinctiveness of our village and to help make 

sure that beauty and character is recognised, 
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protected and enhanced. We offer it as an 

explanation and guide to all those who consider 
any works of development in the village in the 

hope that they will share our vision of what 
makes Hinton special. 



Appendix I 

Trees appropriate in the 
Somerset Countryside 

Large and Medium Trees 

Alder, Ash, Beech, Birch, Wild Cherry, Field 
Maple, Hornbeam, Small-Leaved Lime, 
Mountain Ash, Oak, Black Poplar, Scots Pine, 
Service Tree, Whitebeam, Yew. 

Small Trees and Shrubs 

Alder, Buckthorn, Blackthorn, Box, Dogwood, 
Elder, Fruit Trees, Hawthorn, Hazel, Holly, 

Wayfaring Tree, Whitebeam, Willow. 

Features and Landmarks 

It is important to list the features and landmarks 

associated with Hinton St. George in order to 
preserve its unique character. 

Upper bay window on corner shop. 
Solar Bay Brown's Farm. 

Telephone and Post Box. 
Tiny windows in Teapot Lane. 

Cobblestones outside Vine Cottage. 

Cobblestones outside the old butcher's shop. 
Blocked windows at Manor Farm. 

Brick facing on houses on the Green. 
Park walls along Gas Lane, South Street and Pit 
Road 
Priory Farm Gate. 

The pub sign and bracket. 

St. George's Orangery in Lopen Road. 
Pub lamps. 

Bootscraper outside houses in the High Street. 

·· ·· ·· ········· ····· ·· ······· ··· ·· ·········· 

Hedgerow Species 
(with suggested proportions) 

Hawthorn 50% 

Blackthorn 15% 

Hazel 10% 

Field Maple 10% 

Guelder Rose 5% 

Wild Privet 5% 
Holly 5% 

Old gates at 17 The Green. 
Locally dressed and rubble quarried hamstone, 
thatch, slate, brick for door and window sur
rounds, stone mullioned windows. 
Coach House for the Paulett's family carriage 
opposite the entrance to the family pew, with its 
frreplace. 
Yew Trees in churchyard. 
Copper Beech planted by 8th Earl's wife by the 
gateway to Hinton House nearby Broom's 
Lodge, to commemorate the Coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth II in 1953. 
Gas Lane (the name). 
Cedar trees at end of village planted 1668. 
Summer Lane - natural cutting. 
Classic open field type system. 
View of countryside from escarpment to N.E. 
Hedges and specimen trees dating back to 13th 
century. 
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Diana Pond. 

Ancient yew tree in garden of Little Orchard. 
Narrow approaches into village. 

Castle Hill. 

Jubilee Lane to commemorate Queen Victoria's 
Diamond Jubilee. 

Park features and trees. 

Pineapples. 
Grass verges. 

Old farm door. 
Kitchen garden wall, West Street. 

Appendix III 

Listed Structures 

The Church 

St. George's Church includes the Paulett family 

vault, chapel and pew designed by Sir James 
Wyatt in 1814, complete with furnishings and 
frreplace. The pew and chapel have many fme 

monuments including that of John Baron 
Paulett (d.1649), which is a massive plaster 

construction with the Paulett Arms attributed 
by Pevsner to foreign craftsmen. Between the 

chancel and the chapel is the canopied tomb of 

Sir Anthony Paulett who died in 1600. He and 
his wife are surrounded by the kneeling figures 

of their children. The inscription records the 

connection of the Paulett's with the island of 
Jersey, where Sir Anthony served as Military 

Governor. 

By the pulpit is a 15th century brass to John and 

Alice Chudleigh, shown as a knight in armour 
with his Lady, dressed in a gown of the period, 

with a butterfly headdress. 

The window in the South aisle by the font, 
depicts St. Francis of Assisi and was dedicated 

in 1962 in memory of Countess Paulett, second 

wife of the last Earl. It shows a number of her 

pets. 

The Church Tower dates from the late 15th 

century - around 1492 is suggested on stylistic 

grounds. Four storeyed, it has set back buttresses 
terminating in pinnacles. The embattled top has 
a pierced decoration of quatrefoils with blank 

shields. There are two light bell openings with 
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tracery both in the head and below the transom. 
The magnificent gilded weathercock, over a 
metre tall, was made by Bailey of Bridgwater in 

1756. It was regilded in 1997, with its iron comb 
repainted in the original red. 2 

There are several Ham stone tombs of special 
interest in the churchyard. 

The triple gateway to the churchyard, early 19th 
century is possibly by Sir Jeffry Wyattville. It 

has four Ham stone ashlar piers with moulded 
plinths, panelled and gabletted tops, the centre 

piers taller enclosing wrought-iron gates, with 

simple pedestrian gates on either side. 

The Priory 

The Priory (formerly Priory Farm and originally 

the Fryerney) was probably built on the site of a 
12th century structure. It is possible that the 

house predated Hinton House as the Manor 
House. Built of Ham stone rubble with ashlar 

dressings, thatched and gabled, with mullioned 

windows, it dates from about 1350. It has a small 
chapel at its eastern end, having an open roof 
with cusped trusses and a 14th century arched 

traceried window, with the head of a saint in 
the topmost light. This building seems to have 

been added to the parlour of an earlier house, 
thought to have had an open hall plan. The 

present structure, although showing no features 
earlier than the 16th century, yet retains a 

medieval plan with central hall heated by a 



frreplace in a side wall. The house was extended 

to the west in the 17th and 18th centuries, and 

by ranges of farm buildings reaching the street 

in the late 19th century. 

Hinton House 

Hinton House, a mansion set in 1000 acres has 

been the ancient seat of the Paulett family, Lords 

of the Manor, from the 15th century until1968. 

On several occasions the Pouletts were hosts at 

Hinton House to Charles I, Charles II and 

William III. 

In Tudor times the original Medieval House was 

rebuilt by Sir Amyas Paulett and described by 

Leyland in 1540 as a "right goodly manor place". 

Between 1630 and 1650 the frrst and second 

Barons Paulett enlarged the house by the 

addition of a south wing and two projecting west 

wings. They also changed the entrance and also 

the Tudor interior. Between 1700 and 1750 two 

further wings were added to the north west and 

south west. The south wing was extended by 

the addition of a chapel and a new staircase was 

built to serve the frrst Earl's Queen Anne suite. 

The fourth Earl demolished most of the old 

Tudor house and the south west wings between 

1743 and 1789. Felton, a surveyor, raised the 

ground around the remainder of the house, 

except for the front of the south wing. A new 

octagonal entrance and a saloon were built with 

cellars below, all in the Georgian style to give a 

new classical horizontal look to the house. The 

north west wing was enlarged and a matching 

east wing built with a stable courtyard to the rear. 

Sir John Soane made various proposals for 

improvement, but was replaced by James Wyatt. 

From 1789 until about 1814, Wyatt gave the 

Grand Saloon its Grand Gothic styling and 

added two towers to the octagon facade on the 

west front. The main entrance was changed from 

the west to the north, via a new Gothic corridor 

which linked up with the new grand entrance 

hall. Jeffrey Wyattville completed work with a 

massive porte cochere. The stable courtyard was 

closed in. 

The gateway to Hinton House was designed by 

James or Jeffrey Wyatt (later Sir Jeffrey 

Wyattville) in the early nineteenth century. Four 

Ham stone piers, with pineapple finials 

signifying an earldom, enclose a central pair of 

carriage gates with pedestrian gates on either 

side. The present oak gates date from 1904. 

Hinton Park 

The park was developed from about 1569 

covering an area of some 1700 acres. In the 

1650s work on the park included planting 

hawthorn around the perimeter and making 

other lengths of hedge around old warren. A 

statue of Diana, the Huntress, now stands in 

Hinton Park about 80 metres west of Wyatt's 

Court, but stood formerly about half a mile west 

of Hinton House. 

At the end of the 18th century, oaks and 

hawthorns were planted around "old Diana", 

another statue, from which six walks radiated. 

At the beginning of the 19th century, belts of 

trees were planted to screen the encircling roads. 

Extensive planting and ornamentation contin

ued between 1812 and 1817. A wide variety of 

trees raised in Dinnington Parish was planted 

and new "American clumps" were established 

near to the house. The drives were improved. 

The whole park is said traditionally to have been 

surrounded by a wall, built by the villagers of 

Hinton during a particularly bad winter in order 

to give them employment. Traces of this wall 

can be seen along New Road between Hinton 

and Dinnington. Restoration work is likely to 

be necessary if the wall is to be retained in the 
longer term. 

The Medieval Cross 
/ 

According to Sir Nicholas Pesvner the best 

example of a Medieval Preaching Cross in Som

erset is to be found at the centre of the village. 

Dating from the 15th century, and made of ham

stone, it bears the figure of St. John the Baptist 

and is crowned by an 18th century ball fmial. 

A full schedule of Listed Buildings is available 
from English Heritage. 

17 



Other Notable Features 

There is a Pelota Wall or Fives court wall, behind 

The Lord Paulett. This was reputedly built by 
French prisoners of war, who introduced the 

game to the county in the early 19th century. It 

is constructed of Ham stone ashlar, being about 

4 metres wide and 7 metres high with a coped 
pitch top. 

Hinton School is a substantial Ham stone 

building with a tiled roof, built in 1850 by Earl 

Paulett, providing two classrooms and a house 

for the teacher. A distinguishing feature is a slim 
bellcot surmounted by a cross. 

The old village lock-up stands on what was the 

Green. 

At 17, The Green, stands the building that was 

formerly premises of J.E. Holt, Motor Car 
Proprietor. The old garage gates still remain. 

The Almshouses were erected in 1872 in Gas 
Lane by Lady Augusta Paulett. Built of local 

stone, they occupy a grassed quadrangle, 
providing nine single-storeyed dwellings. The 

arms of the Paulett family are carved above the 

entrance. 

The many details that add interest throughout 

the village include the blocked windows at 
Manor Farm, probably part of the 18th century 

remodelling of the 16th century building. Next 
door, Tetts Farm, another 16th century building 

had at least five openings for pigeons in the west 

gable. Many buildings offer examples of change 
and adaptation. At the Old Post Office a 19th 

century shop front was inserted into an 18th 
century house. All the window frames and doors 

would have been made in the carpenters shop 

on the estate. The attention to detail is also 
shown by the boundary railings at Gainsfords, 

with cast-iron hoops of elaborate design which 

were possibly made locally by Sparrows of 

Bower Hinton. 

GMT 19.11.2000 
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Notes 

1 Somerset, King's England Series, 1st ed., 

1940. 

2 For a full account of this exceptional building, 
reference should be made to work such as 

Pevsner, The Buildings of England, South and 

West Somerset. 
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